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     South Dakota Air and Army National Guard units continued to earn top 
honors for performance excellence during the 2016 National Guard Associ-
ation of the United States annual conference in Baltimore, Maryland, Sept. 9-
12. 
     For the second year in a row, the Air Guard's 114th Fighter Wing of Sioux 
Falls was the recipient of a Distinguished Flying Unit Plaque, which recog-
nizes the five most outstanding Air National Guard flying units in the nation. 
This is the sixth time the 114th has received the honor, which was previous-
ly awarded in 1980, 1985, 1988, 2008 and 2015.  
     For the second year in a row, Army Guard units received awards in all 
three of the Army categories.  
     The 153rd Engineer Battalion of Huron received the Major General Mil-
ton A. Reckord Trophy for the third straight year as the most outstanding 
Army National Guard battalion in the nation for achieving the highest 
standards in training and readiness. 
     Rapid City's 82nd Civil Support Team received the General John J. Per-
shing Plaque for weapons marksmanship. The unit attained the highest fig-
ure of merit (highest percentage of assigned members qualified) during an-
nual weapons qualification firing with assigned individual weapons. 
     Rapid City's Company C, 1-189th Aviation Regiment received the Certifi-
cate of Victory for having the highest overall figure of merit in the nation. 
The 1-189th was also the recipient of the Pershing Plaque during last year's 
conference. 
     "The state of readiness and overall quality of our units is unmatched by 
any other state as evidenced by the selection for these prestigious awards," 
said Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, SDNG adjutant general. "I couldn't be more proud 
of the soldiers and airmen of the South Dakota National Guard!" 

SDNG Units receive NGAUS Awards 
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Sioux falls va director announces new va 

clinic in north sioux city, sd 

New vso named at Charles mix county 

     Charles Mix County has selected Todd Breen as their new county veterans service 
officer.    Breen replaces Roy Farabee who retired this past summer.     
     Breen’s email address is tbreen@charlesmixcounty.org.  Todd’s office hours will 
be 8:00 am—4”30 pm Tuesday—Thursday.    
     Todd served active duty Army from 1981-1984 and then joined the South Dakota 
National Guard.   He retired from the SDNG in 2001 with one deployment during 
Desert Storm.      
     SDDVA welcomes Todd to our network of partners.     
   
 

     Darwin Goodspeed, Director of the Sioux Falls Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Health Care 
System, has announced a new VA Community Based Outpatient Clinic will be built in North Sioux 
City, SD.  
     The Sioux City CBOC in Sioux City, Iowa opened in July of 2000 and was designed to take care 
of 1500 Veterans. Currently approximately 4,000 veterans receive care there now. The new site 
will expand to nearly 26,000 square feet (three times the size of the current location). This will al-
low for increased space for primary care and mental health, optometry, audiology, radiology ser-
vices, and additional specialty services.   
     The new location will have convenient access on West Anchor Drive with ample parking availa-
ble. It will also be close to a variety of other health care organizations in the Dakota Dunes area. 
     No completion date has yet been set, but completion is tentatively scheduled for late fall 2017. 
The Vet Center currently co-located with the outpatient clinic will not move with the outpatient 
clinic.  

South dakota wont be hosting kwdh 

conference 
     We have been informed that South Dakota was not selected as the site for the 2017 Korean 
War Digital History Book Project Conference.   
     Committee members felt that South Dakota’s lodging and air fare costs were too high com-
pared to many of the other locations.     
     Although not selected as the site for the conference, South Dakota will still be active with this 
group and will encourage  South Dakota’s history  and social study teachers to attend as we strive 
to preserve honorable services and sacrifices of our veterans and their outstanding legacy.        

mailto:tbreen@charlesmixcounty.org
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Aurora county honors Vietnam veterans 

     Last Saturday, Aurora County Veterans Service Officer Ron Falor hosted Vietnam Vet-

erans and their families for a special dinner.   Falor used this opportunity to recognize 

these heroes and thank them for their service.    

     Aurora County presented each one of 

these heroes with a special challenge coin 

that was created just for them.     In addition, 

Falor presented all of them with one of the 

Commemorative Vietnam Veterans lapel 

pins.     

     SDDVA’s Kevin Bowen served as a keynote 

speaker for the ceremony.   In his remarks 

Bowen, a son of a Vietnam Veteran, gave 

the perspective of how the children of Vi-

etnam Veterans were impacted by the way 

their parents were welcomed home.  Bowen 

thanked all the veterans for their service and 

said 

“Welcome 

Home and Thank You!”    

     Our very own Doug McCuddin also assisted with 

the program and had a booth from the Vet Centers.      

     Nancy Falor, VSO for Buffalo County and Crow 

Creek Sioux Tribe assisted Ron with this program.   Ron 

and Nancy are truly a team working together for our 

heroes in central South Dakota.     
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2016 
Sept. 23—Veterans Memorial 10th Anniversary Block Party—Pierre Street—Pierre—5:00 pm –2:00 am (CT) 
Sep. 23—Veterans Stand Down—VFW—Sioux Falls (3601 S. Minnesota Avenue) - 9:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
Sept. 23-25—VFW Fall Council of Administration and State Commander and Auxiliary President Homecom-
ing—Ramkota Hotel—Pierre 
Sept. 24—Veterans Memorial 10th Anniversary Parade—Pierre 9:30 am (CT) 
Sept. 24—Veterans Memorial 10th Anniversary  Dedication Ceremony—Capitol Lake Visitors Center—Pierre—
12:00 noon (CT) 
Oct. 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Oct. 8—DAV Fall Conference—DAV—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Oct. 18-19—South Dakota Veterans Commission Meeting—Post 8 American Legion—Pierre 1:00 pm (CT) 
Nov. 7-8—SDDVA Refresher Training for CTVSOs—Sioux Falls—1:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 6—SDDVA Mini Conference—Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home—Hot Springs—10:00 am—3:00 
pm (MT) 
Dec. 6—Governor’s Budget Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 7—SDDVA Mini Conference—Post 8 American Legion—Pierre—10:00 am—3:00 pm—(CT) 
Dec. 8—SDDVA Mini Conference—Yankton—10:00 am—3:00 pm (CT) 
Dec. 14—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Sioux Falls DAV—12:00 noon (CT) 
Dec. 15—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Watertown American legion—12:00 noon (CT) 
Dec. 17—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Rapid City VFW—10:00 am (MT) 

2017 
Jan. 10  - Governor’s State of the State Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jan. 11—SDDVA/Veterans Council Legislative Reception—5:00 pm—8:00 pm  (CT) 
Feb. 4—Valentines for Veterans Concert—Sioux Falls Washington Pavilion—3:00 pm (CT) 
Feb 10-12—SD American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Jun 15-18—SD American Legion State Conference—Watertown 
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